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ABSTRACT  

Mughal architecture reigned supreme in the Indian Sub Continent including Bangladesh for over five and half 
centuries from 12th -18th Century. Home to the fourth largest Muslim population in the world of about ninety percent of the 
total population, the Mughals had left many relics including mosques for the Muslims. The capital city of Bangladesh, 
Dhaka, is studded with mosques of Mughal Period and aptly regarded as ‘the City of Mosques' as the same level as Cairo 
or Istanbul [2]. However, majority of these mosques have disappeared, in ruins, preserved or repaired by giving a modern 
look, thus giving an impression that conservation of this invaluable 400 years mosque heritage of Dhaka has always been 
ignored. This paper analysed the current state of architectural conservation of Mughal mosque architecture in Dhaka 
through a historical review of existing literature with Khan Mohammad Mridha Mosque as the conservation case study. 
The prototype mosque of Rasulullah (PBUH), the An-Nabawi, in Madinah, Saudi Arabia, is used as a reference for this 
study to provide guidelines on the extent of conservation to historical mosque-in-use in the light of needs to accommodate 
the worshippers with the modern requirements. With the limitation of written literature on Dhaka's architectural history and 
access to sites, the study had identified characteristics of Dhaka's Mughal mosque architecture as heritage traits and had 
compared them to newly conserved Mughal mosques of its authenticity. Findings on design authenticity of the conserved 
mosque denote the absence of essential details and characteristics of the Mughal.  Constant debate in deciding what needs 
to be conserved and what had to adapt to meet modern needs between conservators and as practicing Muslim never ends. 
This preliminary study provides recommendations as a balanced guide for conservators and architects in dealing with 
heritage mosque as modern buildings. 
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INTRODUCTION   

Mosque Architecture, as a building typology for 
Islamic ritual, existed in the Bengal region after the 
establishment of Muslim rule in from 1205-1765 before 
British rule. The arrival of the Muslims to Bengal marked 
the beginning of an era in which Islam was the creed of 
those who ruled most of Bengal as well as most of the 
Indian subcontinent. A glimpse of Muslim architecture 
belonging to Pre-Mughal and Mughal Periods of 
Bangladesh, according to Hassan (1981)[2], can be seen 
from some of the existing old Mosques of Dhaka. The 
most spectacular and creative phase of Bengal architecture 
were demonstrated by the harmoniously balanced, 
skilfully planned, beautifully carved and decorated 
monuments of the pre-Mughal times. The establishment of 
the Mughal sovereignty in Bengal and the transfer of the 
capital to Dhaka, according to Hasan (1987)[3], brought 
about a new era of peace and prosperity in the Subah of 
Bengal.  
 
Rationale and inquiry on the issue of Mughal mosque 
relevance 

Bangladesh was developed as an autonomous and 
sovereign nation on 16 December 1971 after a nine-month 
War of Liberation achieving independence from Pakistan 
and its capital Dhaka (formerly 'Dacca'). Dhaka's long 
history of advancement prominence, as the Mughal capital 
of Bengal, was an urban and business focus centre in the 

seventeenth century, under the Sultanates beginning from 
the 14 century and later under Mughal, before it rose to 
prominence. It then went under British control in 1757. In 
spite of Dhaka's religious predominance of Islam, it also 
declares to be diverse countenances of the rich history of 
pre-Islam. Mughal Mosques are the among the significant 
legacies of the long history of Islam in Dhaka. However, 
the uncontrolled urbanisation with changes in land 
utilisation, designs, the development of new settlements 
and transportation system had resulted in a rapid change to 
the chronicled texture of the Mughal settlements. 
Subsequently, Mughal mosques are progressively 
transforming into the irrelevant components in present day 
Dhaka. Literature had acknowledged that (i) Only 
monumental or dominant Mughal architectures are 
considered to be of heritage value; (ii) Conservation of 
invaluable heritage Mosques in the 400-year old city of 
Dhaka inherently ignored and (ii) most of the Mughal 
Mosques are currently in ruins while others are preserved 
or repaired to give a modern look. Thus, as a result, the 
Mughal mosque loses its real Mughal essence as 
envisaged by its founders. Why are Mughal mosque been 
left to ruins?  What are the criteria for heritage building 
in Dhaka deem relevant for conservation? What is 
considering characteristics of Mughal Mosque in Dhaka? 
Is Mughal mosque architecture adherent to the teachings 
of Islam? Does the current conservation design of Mughal 
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mosque achieve its heritage preservation and yet meet 
contemporary needs? 

Given the above issue, this study, therefore aimed 
at the following:  
(i) To identify the inherent characteristics of Mughal 
Mosque of Mughal heritage essence; (ii) To evaluate the 
newly conserve "Mughal mosques for modern use with the 
traditional Mughal traits; and (iii) To compare both (i) & 
(ii) to the teachings of Islam based on the development of 
Masjid a Nabawi, Madina, as the reference. The objective 
is to provide recommendations as a guideline to the 
method of design conservation of Mughal mosques, 
especially in Dhaka. The move is to upheld the value of 
architectural design and the historical importance attached 
to appropriate conservation method to accommodate 
modern amenities in heritage mosque. This is to enable 
contemporary needs in be considered during conservation 
line with the teachings of Islam.  
 
METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH 

Qualitative method is adopted for this research 
basing primarily on an empirical survey of qualitative data 
through observation and documentation conducted using 
the sequential steps as follows: 1) Content analysis of 
literature including historical records of the following: (i) 
what constitute the original characteristics of Mughal 
mosque architecture; (ii) Current design conservation 

methods used; (iii) understanding the principle of mosque 
architecture from the teachings of Islam; 2) Conducted a 
field survey on selected case studies of Mughal mosques 
to interview, observe and record through photography as 
well as sketches on the existing states of the Mughal 
mosques and compare them with the old records of 
Mughal mosques characteristics; 3) Analysis and discuss 
the data collected including architectural, drawings, 
documentation of old photographs and current 
photographs to determine the findings as per the research 
aim; and 4) Conclude and list recommendations based on 
the conclusions that will give guidance on design 
conservation of heritage mosques in line with the 
teachings of Islam.   

 
Bangladesh – The ancient land & arrival of Islam  

Bangladesh is a land of ancient culture, which is 
deeply saturated with cultural ingredients derived from 
various sources. Chronologically the antiquarian history of 
Bangladesh is divided into two distinct phases: (i) Pre-
Muslim (Hindu-Buddhist) Phase, and (ii) Muslim Phase 
(Early Islam, Pre-Mughal & Mughal). Each of these 
phases is marked by distinctive material culture as evident 
by the surviving architectural antiquities observable in the 
different parts of the province as described in Table-1. 
 

 
Table-1. Development during pre-Muslim and Muslim phase in Bangladesh architecture. 

 

 
 
 



                                 VOL. 12, NO. 20, OCTOBER 2017                                                                                                          ISSN 1819-6608            

ARPN Journal of Engineering and Applied Sciences 
 

©2006-2017 Asian Research Publishing Network (ARPN). All rights reserved.

 
www.arpnjournals.com 

 

 
5801

 
 

Figure-1. Paharpur. 
 

 
 

Figure-2. Mahasthangarh.  
 

 
 

Figure-3. Mainamati. 
 
Bengal- The Mughal period (1576 A.D. -1757 A.D.) 

The establishment of the Mughal sovereignty in 
Bengal and the transfer of the capital to Dhaka brought 
peace and prosperity in the Subah of Bengal. ‘With the 
influx of this new population, writes Dani, [3],‘the older 
tastes and manners of life lost their importance, and new 
decorum and refinery obtained in the towns. The political 
line-up of Bengal with northern India led to the inter-flow 
of the cultural trends that were to bear fruit in the various 
fields of life. The local developments of the earlier periods 
that had confined to the bounds of the deltaic land now 
opened to a wider world of influence. How deep the 
change was can be estimated only when the entire socio-
religious life of Bengal is surveyed. In the field of 
architecture that departure is quite definite.'[3]. Mughal 
monuments of Bangladesh among them are forts, bridges, 
hammams (bath), katras (caravanserais), tombs and 
buildings including mosques have a peculiar charm of 
their own[3]. Table-2 described the salient characteristics 
of Mughal Mosque. 
 

Table-2. Characteristics of Mughal mosque to traditional mosque. 
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ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS 
 

 
 

Figure-4. Allakuri mosque (1680). 
 

 
 

Figure-5. Lalbagh fort  mosque (1678-79). 
 

 
 

Figure-6. Kartalab Khan mosque (1700). 
 

 
 

Figure-7. Sat Gambuj mosque   (1680). 
 

 
 

Figure-8. Khan Muhammad Mridha mosque (1704-5). 
 

Mughal Mosques are classified in the following 
categories: (i) according to the varying ground plans, (ii) 
physical appearance and (iii) roofing patterns such as 
Single –domed mosque and the Three–domed Mosque 
(refer Figure-4 to 8). Table-3 described the Bengali 
indigenous Architectural features of case study Khan 
Muhammad Mridha Mosque to traditional Mughal mosque 
characteristics.  
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Table-3. Description of Khan Muhammad Mridha mosque. 
 

 
 
Architectural drawings of Khan Muhammad Mridha 
mosque 
 

 
Figure-9. Ground floor plan. 

 

 
 

Figure-10. First floor plan (Plaza level). 
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Figure-11. Plan of mosque. 

 

 
 

Figure-12. Front elevation of mosque with three dome 
features. 

 
Analysis of Rasulullah’s (PBUH) Prototype mosque In 
Madina to Mughal’s mosque 

The evolution of the Prophet's mosque was the 
encapsulation of the Prophet's contributions to the 
development of the progressive wonder of Muslim 
Architecture (Omer, S. (2016). The first and immediate 
task relating to community building mission was 
constructing the city’s principal mosque after at the point 
when Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) migrated from 
Makkah to Madinah. According to article of Omer, S. 
(2016) during the time of the Prophet (PBUH), the 
Prophet's Mosque, An Nabawi, serve as a community 
development centre. The form of the Prophet's Mosque 
was incredibly simple based on the subsequent themes as 
described in Table-4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table-4. Summary of characteristics of Prophet’s mosque to traditional Mughal mosque. 
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Bangladesh has colourful past and its diverse 
culture as it navigates the extraordinary twists and turns 
that have created modern Bangladesh. In Mughal periods 
the city decorated with well-laid out gardens, tombs, 
mosques, palaces and forts from bricks. Mosques are the 
most important architectural typology. As a place for daily 
prayers, the Mosque is one of the mostly visited Mughal 
structures in Dhaka. Preliminary findings of this research 
however denote the lack of control over heritage building 
mutilation therefore justify that design conservation of 
Mughal mosques be made mandatory as follows:  
1) Policy and plans should be formulated to focus on the 

design conservation of historical mosques with 
consensus among Muslim religious institution, public 
administrations, academic institutions, heritage trust, 

and citizens’ representatives with the purpose to avoid 
any act that may damage the meaning and image of the 
monument for the general interests of Mughal Mosque 
as nation’s legacy. 

2) Ensure that any conservation works in heritage and 
Mughal mosque to be conserved to its traditional 
design as per stipulate guidelines (to be formulated).  

3) Law and regulations as per (2) to be adhered to strictly 
by both architects and the stakeholders in the spirit 
according to the teachings of Islam. 

Without respect on the deep root of own culture 
and the inherent heritage value and ensure religious 
viability, authorities should take some steps to protect and 
preserve heritage buildings, which are already in danger of 
disappearing, as legacy to the future generation without 
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discontinuation its use as mosque for eternity. Hence the 
need conserve Mughal Mosque design is critical. 
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